
Together we can rebuild Australia’s biodiversity 
Will you join with us by making a donation today?

Dear Mr Sample

We have all witnessed the devastating effects of the drought, 
bushfires and cyclones that have wrought havoc across parts of the 
country this summer. Our heart goes out to all those affected.   

I am writing to you today as a valued Bush Heritage supporter to see 
if, over and above the terrific support you already give, you may 
consider making an extra gift. 

The recent bushfires in Victoria, the most ferocious in Australia’s 
history, have destroyed large areas of habitat and taken a huge toll 
on our native wildlife. 

With so much of our landscape already degraded and fragmented, plant 
and animal species, some isolated in patches of remnant bush, are 
extremely vulnerable to catastrophic events such as wildfires. 

Bush Heritage’s Nardoo Hills reserves act as safe havens for 
species in Central Victoria. Because they are situated in a 
fire-prone area, the intact grassy woodlands and hollow-bearing 
trees help protect habitat for many threatened woodland species 
including the hooded robin, diamond firetail and tree goanna. 
From this reserve the species have the potential to re-colonise 
into surrounding areas when conditions improve.

Can you help us by making a donation NOW so we can continue 
the essential work needed to respond to future threats to 

vulnerable ecosystems?
Bush Heritage is working hard, long-term, to restore and reconnect 
large areas of high-quality habitat that act as refuges for rare and 
threatened species. Faced with extreme weather conditions and habitat 
loss, plants and animals need to be able to move into new areas in 
search of food, water and shelter.

Active fire management
One of the ways we care for the land on our properties is through 
active fire management. As a natural part of the Australian 
landscape, some plant species need fire to regenerate while others 
need protection from fire. 

We carry out prescribed and controlled burns and create firebreaks on 
many of our properties both for ecological purposes and to protect 



people, wildlife and property. We tailor the fire management needs of 
each reserve to suit the varying ecosystems present.

With only 16 per cent of Victoria protected in parks and reserves, it 
is vital that we protect our remaining bushland and its plant and 
animal populations.

Our native wildlife is increasingly under threat of extinction
Forty nine species of plant and 55 species of animal have already 
become extinct, and hundreds more remain threatened,   unless we ACT   
NOW.
Help us take action today to continue this work

 Your  gift  of  $50 could  fund  vital  land 
management  tasks  at  our  Nardoo  Hills 
reserves  in  Victoria,  including  rabbit 
control  and  eradicating  invasive  wheel 
cactus  plants.  You  will  be  helping  to 
protect  populations  of  woodland  birds, 
native grasses and rare orchids. 

 Your  gift  of  $150 could  help  create  and 
maintain  firebreaks  to  protect  acacia  and  mallee  shrublands  - 
vital malleefowl habitat - at Charles Darwin Reserve in Western 
Australia. 

 Your  gift  of  $850 could  fund  one  staff  member  to  work  on  a 
controlled ecological burn for two days. These burns reduce the 
intensity and the impact of wild fires and protect fire sensitive 
communities  such  as  the  vine  thickets  on  Carnarvon  Station 
Reserve.

Your donation will make a direct and tangible contribution to the 
long-term survival of some of our country’s most rare and vulnerable 
ecosystems and species.

Australia’s amazing biodiversity
Australia is home to a staggering 700,000 species of plant and 
animal, a large number of them found nowhere else on Earth. But over 
the last two hundred years, human activities on the land have 
destroyed or degraded more than 75 per cent of our native vegetation.

As a result, many of   these unique species are now struggling for   
survival due to the large-scale loss and fragmentation of the 
habitats they depend on.

As you are probably aware, climate change is adding to the existing 
pressures on our landscape and accelerating levels of habitat 
destruction.
 
In fact, scientists predict that in the north-west rainfall will 
intensify and cyclones become more frequent and we will experience 
hotter and drier conditions in the south-west and many parts of 
eastern Australia. The implications for our native habitats and 
wildlife are alarming.  

But there are things we can do. You can play a key role in helping us 
to restore whole landscapes across large areas. With your help, we 
can increase the capacity and resilience of the land to withstand 



climate change pressures and support viable populations of plants and 
animals for the long term.

Please send your donation today
Finely adapted to the Australian environment, all our native plants 
and animals play an essential part in maintaining the healthy 
functioning of our natural world. Biodiversity is not just about the 
survival of the amazing variety of all life forms – from human beings 
to microscopic soil invertebrates and the tiny honey possum – it is 
also about clean water, clean air and fertile soils. 

In areas threatened by heavy rainfall and flooding, such as on some 
of our Queensland reserves, controlling erosion and protecting soils 
is a high priority.  

With your help, we have been able to repair deep erosion gullies 
around Trapper’s Dam, which were undermining the threatened 
bluegrass downs and increasing the silt flooding into the 
Chereninup Creek, a major feeder system for the Murray-Darling 
catchment.   

Through the work of staff and with the help of volunteers, we have 
reproved the old dam and replanted the site with native bluegrass 
seed, which has stabilised the soil and minimised erosion damage 
during the recent floods. 

With the help of all our wonderful supporters, we have already 
achieved a great deal for the land and its wildlife, but there is 
still so much more to be done if we are to restore more land and 
create safe places for plants and animals. 

You can read in the enclosed leaflet more about how we repair the 
ecology of soils, waterways and vegetation communities on our 
reserves, and on the land we manage with others. I hope you find it 
interesting. 

Climate change pressures are making our work more urgent than ever. 
We have no time to lose. Please, if you can, make a donation today. 
Simply fill in the enclosed coupon and survey form or call us on 1300 
NATURE (1300 628 873). Or, if it’s easier for you, you can also 
donate online at www.bushheritage.org.au.

You’ll notice I have also enclosed a communication form. Please fill 
it out and, using the reply-paid envelope, return it to us with your 
donation. 
It is only with your help that we can continue to manage and protect 
critical areas of land and waterways where rare and threatened plants 
and animals can survive during crisis. 

Thank you again for supporting Bush Heritage. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to extend my deepest sympathy to all those 
affected by the Victorian bushfires and to those adversely affected 
by the prolonged flooding in Queensland. 

With best wishes,

Doug Humann
Chief Executive Officer

http://www.bushheritage.org.au/


P.S. Whatever you are able to spare today will make a direct 
and tangible contribution to the long-term survival of dozens 
of our country’s unique and vulnerable species and their 
habitats. All donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.


