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SLEEPOVER ) AN ART-FRIENDLY SMALL HOTEL ) BY CHARLOTTE FRANCIS

Welcome to the other Dubai

XVA GALLERY AND ART HOTEL
Bastakiya, Dubai; 971 (4) 35 35
383, www.xvagallery.com.
ROOMS AND RATES

Six rooms from single to deluxe
from $180 to $220. Breakfast is
included.

et among the narrow,
S labyrinthine streets of the

Bastakiya district, XVA
combines a contemporary art
space and an intimate bou-
tique hotel in a 100-year-old
house. Owned by American-
born Mona Hauser, it boasts
the largest exhibition space in
Dubai and hosts the Creek Art
Fair, a fringe event held in
March.
LOCATION On the more histor-
ic Bur Dubai side of Dubai
Creek, Bastakiya was home to
Iranian expatriates (many
from the Bastak region) for
generations. The small, well-
preserved precinct is charac-
terized by mosques and low-
lying 19th-century houses. To-
day, it’s a cultural hub with
museums and galleries; XVA
is a short walk from the Maji-
lis Gallery and Basta Art Café.

DESIGN XVA’s home is a tradi- | Hotel vitals

tional Arabian house designed
around wind towers and
courtyards.

A local device to generate

TOP DRAW
A lively art space with original
work on display.

natural air conditioning, wind
towers are built to pull hot air
up and out of the house.
Right underneath the tower is
the guest lounge, with low
cushioned benches. (The

NEEDS WORK
With no exact street address,
XVA is hard tfo find. An airport

very welcoming.

pickup helps, but the service isn't

lounge is equipped with TV,
CD player and DVD player.)

During my visit, a colour-
themed exhibition with works
by emerging and established
artists from the region was
showing in three galleries,
with photographic works in a
fourth room. International
artists - some well-known -
are also represented: In the
spring, XVA was showing
works by American abstract
painter Cy Twombly.

With their pillared arches,
stone latticework, wooden
beams, lanterns, shuttered
doors and windows, the

BOTTOM LINE
An affordable and quirky oasis
away from the bustle of Dubai.

courtyards extend the gallery
space and are dotted with
paintings and clay sculptures
- here a bright pink compos-
ition, there an arrangement of
blue-tinged firewood or a
string of shells hanging from
a tree. Much of this outdoor
art is by resident Iraqi artist
Halim Al Karim.

AMBIENCE Away from the
soaring glass towers, construc-
tion cranes and congested
traffic of downtown Dubai,
the soundtrack is likely to be
chirping birds and the muez-
zin’s call to prayer. The quirky
blend of modern art and tra-
ditional architecture make it
both mellow and groovy. Even
the gift shop is funky and
original; you can buy trendy
camel-hair smocks stitched by
XVA’s own tailor.

CLIENTELE Mainly art-loving
tourists, but XVA also hosts
corporate events, and a
launch party for Paulo Coel-

The hotel occupies a traditional house built around courtyards. CHARLOTTE FRANCIS FOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL

ho’s book The Witches of Port-
obello was held here in 2007.
ROOMS The six rooms are
more guest house than hotel:
They’re on the small side and
the shuttered doors are se-
cured with padlocked wooden
bars. Mod cons, excluding TV
but including refrigerator,
mini-bar, air conditioning and
WiFi, are kept to an unobtru-
sive minimum.

The six individually de-
signed rooms showcase the
work of local designers and
artists. My single room was a
glorious combination of kitsch
and girlie glitz with framed
purple sunglasses, hair rollers,
dolls and glittering collages
adorning the walls. The bed
was on the firm side, though,
and had no bedside lamp.

The deluxe room has two
private balconies and is desert
chic, with camel-hair drapes
framing the crisp white linen
of the queen-sized bed. One
of the standard rooms is done

up in yellow and red with a
tasselled canopy above the
bed, a kilim rug on the floor
and a pair of buffalo horns on
the wall. Bathrooms are clean
and simple, with a hot tub
and shower but no designer
fittings or monogrammed
robes.

FOOD AND DRINK XVA’s fresh
mint lemonade is wonderfully
refreshing, as is the mint tea.
The café earns its Time Out
Highly Commended Award
with a small but excellent
range of vegetarian Middle
Eastern dishes: tabouleh and
fatoush salads; charred egg-
plant with sharp feta on a bed
of sweet tomato sauce; a mix
of rice and lentils flavoured
with cinnamon, mint and cu-
min; and plenty of flatbread
to mop up the ultra-creamy
moutabel dip (eggplant, tahi-
ni and garlic). You can eat at
marble-topped tables in the
main courtyard, or in a small
room to the side with low
benches, cushions, wall hang-
ings and striking art.

SERVICE Staff are friendly and
willing but can be invisible.
With no clear reception area,
the service is sometimes a bit
too discreet.

THINGS TO DO Once you've
checked out the art at XVA,
wander around the other art
galleries in Bastakiya or stroll
up to the museum - the ar-
cheological findings from the
region’s early settlers are par-
ticularly interesting. Bastakiya
is pin-drop quiet at night, but
the textile souk alongside Du-
bai Creek is abuzz with activi-
ty. Alternatively, catch an abra
(a small boat) for one dirham
and cross the creek to explore
the spice and gold souks.

For serious retail therapy,
check out the Deira City
Centre shopping mall just
across the Maktoum Bridge,
or head west past the World
Trade Centre to the Mall of
the Emirates. Billed as one of
the world’s largest, it is also
home to the indoor slope of
Ski Dubai.
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DUBAI
TWO-HUMPED
TEAM-BUILDING

Polo is a bit easier when your
ride doesn't sit down in the mid-
dle of a match. And getting that
killer shot can be tricky — not to
mention slow — when you need
at least one jockey to lead you
around the field.

But then this isn't exactly the
sport of kings. The latest game
to hit Dubai is camel polo - and
while organizers are pitching it
as a team-building activity for
corporate travellers, it hinges
on some notoriously stubborn
animals.

Launched last week by Dnata
Travel Services, a government-
owned travel management com-
pany in Dubai, the newest twist
on this elite game should take
just two players per camel. Sit-
ting in a double-seated saddle,
one player is supposed to wield
the mallet and the other is sup-
posed fo “drive” the animal.

For now, the camels need a lit-
tle more encouragement (appar-
ently, feeding them dates can
help). But the goal is to train the
animals to canfer and make sharp
turns like polo horses without the
help of on-field jockeys.

In the meantime, says Dnata’s
business development manager,
Adrian Sime, “fun is the name of
the game.”

Riders are frained on-site before
every mafch. And as long as they
don't mind some jostling up and
down on fop of their camel, peo-

ple of any fitness level can play.
) Games are staged at the Dubai
Polo & Equestrian Club at Arabian
Ranches. Sessions can be arranged
for groups from eight up to 100
players. For more information,
contact Dnata at 971 (4) 404 5861
or e-mail camelpolo@dnata.com.
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Around the World Private Jet

Experience your life list of places to see all in
one journey. A private jet expedition provides
comfort and convenience, taking the hassles
out of travel. Gala events, tours and excursions

Includes

e Hotel
accommodations

e Transportation by
private jet

e Meals

* Group transportation | World Highlights Feb 26, 2009

* Excursions and other | Explore some of the world’s most spectacular
group activities places, in just two weeks, from the Taj Mahal

to the Valley of the Kings.
There are numerous

tour options available.
Call us for pricing.

meri

...for the experience

Highlights Marrakech e Luxor e Dubai
e Jaipur & the Taj Mahal e Petra

With 13 locations to better serve your travel needs.

1.866.341.1777 www.merit.ca

im 200-111 Petel

B ON-4499356/44

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS

| ® ULTIMATE

Air Inclusive packages from Toronto directly to
Tremblant. City to slopes in about 2 hours!
Special Christmas and New Years’ packages and flights with
departures December 19, 21, 24, 26, 28 and 31

Some Sample Packages including air from $379 per person

$814 cro o oo $666 cro pp b $799 c1o pp oo
Dec26/08 departure  Jan 08/09 departure  Jan 11/09 departure
Includes: Includes: Includes:
e 2 nights’ e 3 nights’ ® 4 nights’
accommodation accommodation accommodation
e 2 day lift ticket e 2 day lift ticket o 3 day lift ticket
Ref # 187994 Ref# 185460 Ref # 185462
$583 caopp vl $379 cio pp abi $1,678 cropp v
Jan 30/09 departure ~ Jan 24/09 departure Dec28/08 departure
Includes: Includes: Includes:
2 nights’ ¢ 1 night ® 6 nights’
accommodation accommodation accommodation
o 2 day lift ticket Ref# 185454 e 4 day lift ticket
Ref # 185464 Ref# 185447
All packages include:

¢ Roundtrip flights via Porter Airlines from Toronto direct to Tremblant
¢ Roundtrip resort transfers ¢ Les Suites Tremblant slopeside village studio
accommodation ¢ Resort taxes and fees
Not Included: » Air Taxes & Fees - $103.18 plus GST

Homewood Suites by Hilton, Residence Inn By Marriott and
1 Fairmont Tremblant also available.

Visit your professional travel agent or
www.ultimateski.ca

1.800.465.3034

1660 North Service Road East, Suite 101, Oakville, Ontario L6H 7G3
TICO #'S 4209821 & 5000061
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at each stop. Expert lectures enrich the journey.

TCS EXPEDITIONS

Please inquire for: Other departure dates, durations and accommodation types.

(SILVERSEA)

ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY

Silver Cloud, Silver Wind, Silver Shadow and Silver Whisper
—the ultimate in small ship luxury (298-382 guests) with
open-seating dining ranked the finest at sea. All ocean-view
suites, onboard gratuities, complimentary beverages,
in-suite stocked beverage cabinet, 24 hr room service,
full spectrum of entertainment & enrichment, transportation
into town in most ports, plus more!

LAST CHANCE - SAVE UP TO 50%

CRU|SENH IOURS & IRAVE'.(Sin(e 1992)Wv9vv0v§?gszegle-t6:’?1

2904 South Sheridan Way #200, Oakville ON silversea@cruisenet.ca

Ont Reg 04146882
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Deluxe Japan

Kanto & Kansai
9Days/ 7 Nights
VANCOUVER
FROM $3,31 8
TORONTO

FROM $3,438

(TaxIncluded)

= 1O

Special Discount: Join Japan Kanto 6-Day or Kanto & Kansai 9-Day (Japan Only) Tot?

* Some restrictions may apply, contact travel consultants for details

Per person based on double occupancy. Fully escorted tour including international fights,
most meals, comprehensive sightseeing tour with English-speaking guide. Air Taxes and fuel
surcharge fee included; subject to change without further notice. $40 Weekend Surcharge may
apply for weekend departure flights. Passenger travelling during Sep. 15 to Nov. 30 and Jan. 1
to Mar. 31 enrolls our Lucky Draw. Grand Prize — One Japan Round-Trip Air Ticket.

callyour travel consultant or Signet Tours at 1.877.688.7922

for tour itinerary Terms & Conditions, Special Discount and Lucky Draw detail

£

Includes
« Accommodation
— Glaciers Reach
« 4-day Whistler
Blackcomb lift pass
« Whistler Blackcomb

$899;./cu

With 13 locations to better serve your travel needs

1.800.268.5940

www.meritskivacations.com

m
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Whistler, British Columbia

New “Peak 2 Peak” Gondola Experience

Deep powder, diverse terrain, long verticals
and spectacular scenery. With the Olympic
venues complete and the new world record-
setting PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola, Whistler is a
must this season!

Discount Card Book NOW and receive a a2
+ Transfers FREE Whistler Blackcomb WHISTLERBIACKCOMD
+ Taxes Discount Card!
5 nights

Price is in CDN$. 2 bedroom condo. Contact us for air add
ons from various Canadian gateways. One Discount Card
per booking. New bookings only. Travel Jan 3-26, 2009.
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 Shipboard credits
(sale applies to select sailings)

SALE ENDS NOVEMBER 25!

Panama Canal w/Air"
19 nts from *458" SALE 2868

Sep 27,09 - Ref. 13046

HOLLAND AMERICA BONUS FEATURES:
* Reduced Deposits from $100/person (Fully Refundable)
* Onboard Coupon Books valued at $680 savings/cabin|

Vancouver to Ft. Lauderdale@ Holland America Line

Cosmopolitan
GRAND CAYMAN

By definition:

Smart, sophisticated,
worldly, welcoming,
civilized, cultured,
refined, polished.

www.caymanislands.ky

Ends November 25!
All prices CAD
Mediterranean v/Air"
10 nts from “6898* SALE*3028

Roundtrip Rome ’ a4
Sep6, 09- Ref. 13044 @ Holland America Line

New Ship - Eurodam! N . g
gcanl Inavia : Russia w/Air!
10 nts from 5238 SALE ‘3408

Roundtrip Copenhagen ’ .
Jun22, 09- Ref. 13045 @rotnd AmeriaLine

s
aribbean w/Air!
Tnts from 2088 SALE*1290

Mar 14, 09 - Ref. 13043

Call for
other great
sailings!

Roundtrip Ft. Lauderdale @Holland.! icalling

Orient & Asia
32 nts from H169™ SALE$39 89

Hong Kong to Vancouver ’ T
Apr 18, 03 - Ref. 13042 @ Holland America Line

*Air from Toronto (other low cost air available). Prices CAD, per person based on twin sharing. Taxes, fees and fuel supplement extra. Cruise line air
subjectto change & not guaranteed until full payment. Forced overnight may be required at additional charge. All rates and sailings subject to availabil-
ity attime of booking. BPCPA #28364. Sale applies to select sailings only. Reduced depositis per person & is fully refundable prior to final payment.
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Call us today to book.

Featuring exclusive offers including 2 for 1 rates,
kids sail free, free airfare, shipboard credits, cabin
upgrades and more.
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HOLIDAYS
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With 13 locations to better serve your travel needs.

1.866.341.1777 www.merit.ca

200-111 Pef N.
ON-44993

@Hdland:\mericaljne
A Signature of Excellence

merit

...for the experience

7/34799/34798 | QC-7002238



